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At a time when we search for heroes and out-
standing leaders to provide us with that lead-
ership imbued with warmth, compassion and
understanding, we are well-served by the ex-
traordinary efforts of Jack Levy.
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REMEMBER THE MAINE!

HON. PETER DEUTSCH
OF FLORIDA
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Wednesday, February 11, 1998
Mr. DEUTSCH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to

recognize the 100th anniversary of a tragic
and intriguing chapter in American History.
This Sunday, February 15th, marks the Cen-
tennial Anniversary of the sinking of the U.S.S.
Battleship Maine in Havana harbor, Cuba.
This still unsolved mystery surrounding the
sinking of the Maine and the role her explo-
sion played in the start of the Spanish-Amer-
ican War have given her a most prominent po-
sition in American history.

On January 24, 1898, the U.S.S. Battleship
Maine was dispatched from Key West to Ha-
vana to protect American lives and property
during the conflict between Cuban revolution-
aries and the Spanish Colonial Government. A
letter home from Captain Charles Sigsbee re-
calls that fateful night of February 15, 1898,
when the evening’s calm was shattered by a
‘‘bursting, rending, crashing sound or roar of
immense volume.’’ At 9:40 p.m. the explosion
lifted the forward section of the Maine followed
immediately by a second, large and more vio-
lent explosion near the center of the super-
structure. The entire interior of the vessel went
dark as men struggled throughout the wound-
ed ship to find a way out of the sinking and
burning hull. The explosions emanated pri-
marily from the forward section of the Maine
where the crew was bunking and housed. 265
sailors were dead or missing following the dis-
aster.

After an investigation by the U.S. Navy
Court of Inquiry, it was determined that a mine
had set off the explosions. While the court did
not speculate on who had set the mine, a ma-
jority of Americans blamed it on the Spanish.
The cry, ‘‘Remember the Maine!’’ echoed in
the streets of the nation and the halls of Con-
gress. Two days after the report of the court
of inquiry, Navy Secretary John Davis Long
ordered the peacetime white hulls of U.S.
ships overpainted in dull battle gray.

The U.S. flag still flies from the salvaged
mast of the Maine at Arlington National Ceme-
tery over the graves of the sailors and Marines
whose bodies were recovered in 1911. The re-
mains of the first 27 members of the crew re-
turned to the U.S. also rest at the Maine Me-
morial Plot in Key West, Florida.

The U.S.S. Battleship Maine and the people
of Key West share an inexorable history. Dur-
ing her brief period of service the Maine would
visit Key West on two memorable occasions.
The destruction of the Maine and the tremen-
dous loss of life shocked and deeply sad-
dened the people of Key West. The entire
community would mourn the dead sailors and
offer aide and comfort to survivors of the ex-
plosion. Shortly thereafter, the city would offer
a portion of its cemetery as a final resting
place for the 27 dead sailors that arrived from
Havana.

This weekend America will join the U.S. Bat-
tleship Maine Centennial Commission in Key

West to once again remember the Maine on
the 100th anniversary of its destruction. As it
was a century ago, the history of our nation,
the island of Key West and the battleship
Maine are bound together for all time.
f

CELEBRATING THE 80TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF LITHUANIAN INDE-
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Mr. BONIOR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
recognize the 80th anniversary of the declara-
tion of Lithuanian Independence.

For nearly 55 years, Lithuania was occupied
by Soviet military forces. But in the past five
years, the people of Lithuania have been able
to finally enjoy and celebrate the freedoms
and privileges of an independent nation.

The United States and Lithuania have now
formed a significant partnership between our
leaders, our governments, and our people. We
have close trade relations with Lithuania. We
are mutually committed to the security of the
Baltic region.

With free and fair elections recently com-
pleted, Lithuania has established a commit-
ment to democracy and pluralism. I believe we
can say with great confidence that Lithuania is
becoming a full partner in the effort to build
democracy and promote freedom around the
world.

I commend the Lithuanian-American com-
munity for their persistence and hope through
the many challenging decades. The 80th anni-
versary of Lithuanian independence was cele-
brated by the Lithuanian-American community
in Southeast Michigan on Sunday, February 8,
at the Lithuanian Cultural Center in Southfield.

I urge my colleagues to join me in honoring
Lithuania’s independence.
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A NATIONAL LEADER IN DRUG
ENFORCEMENT
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Ms. STABENOW. Mr. Speaker, ‘‘It is my
honor to congratulate Albert Nedoff, Jr., who
after nearly twenty-four years of service at the
Drug Enforcement Administration has been
appointed the Associate Director of the Chi-
cago High Intensity Drug Trafficking Area Task
Force.

‘‘With this new position, Albert will work
under the leadership of the U.S. Drug Czar,
Gen. Barry McCaffrey.

‘‘Albert is a national leader in the area of
drug enforcement, who has spent more than
eight years in Detroit’s DEA office. During his
tenure, he was instrumental in several high-
profile cases, including the dismantling of the
Chambers Family’s control of Detroit’s crack
cocaine market and the case that resulted in
the arrest and conviction of Toni Cato Riggs,
the widow of Gulf War Veteran Anthony Riggs.

‘‘The 1990 murder of Anthony Riggs drew
national attention when he was gunned down

in the streets of Detroit, just one day after re-
turning home from the war. Four years after
Anthony Riggs’ murder, a task force of under-
cover drug agents and police officers, under
the supervision of Albert Nedoff, videotaped a
confession by Toni Cato Riggs regarding her
involvement in her husband’s murder, resulting
in a first-degree murder conviction.

‘‘I am pleased that after nearly forty years of
city and federal government service, Albert
Nedoff has chosen to continue serving our
country in the area of law enforcement.
Though he will be missed in the Michigan
area, it is reassuring to know that he will still
be fighting to rid our nation’s streets of drugs.
I wish him well in his new position and wish
his family the very best in the future.’’
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Mr. ORTIZ. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to

commend and pay tribute to Mr. Alberto
Vazquez, the newly selected Mr. Amigo.

Every year, members of the Mr. Amigo As-
sociation, who represent the City of Browns-
ville, Texas, travel to Mexico City to select a
new Mr. Amigo to serve as the honored guest
of the Mr. Amigo festivities in Brownsville. The
Mr. Amigo festivity is a four day international
event which invites the United States and
Mexico to celebrate the cultures of these
neighboring countries. During the Mr. Amigo
celebration, which originated as a pre-Lenten
festival, Brownsville citizens participate in a
series of parades, dances and parties to dem-
onstrate the goodwill of both countries. It is a
major function which is eagerly anticipated by
many South Texans as well as our winter visi-
tors.

We are honored to recognize Mr. Alberto
Vazquez as the 34th Mexican citizen chosen
by the Mr. Amigo Association. Mr. Vazquez
was born in Guaymas, Sonora. He filmed 34
movies with outstanding Mexican Stars such
as Soler, Marga Lopez, and last year’s recipi-
ent of Mr. Amigo, Angelica Maria. Mr.
Vazquez has recorded 108 records, many of
them receiving gold and silver status, and list-
ings on the top spots of the international
record charts. He has received numerous
awards and recognitions throughout Mexico,
the United States and Latin America.

Alberto Vazquez recently released his latest
record ‘‘Cosas de Alberto Vazquez,’’ which in-
cludes such hits as ‘‘Te he Prometido,’’ ‘‘Tus
Ojos,’’ ‘‘Anoche me Enamore,’’ and ‘‘El Ultimo
Beso.’’

Mr. Alberto Vazquez is a perfect recipient of
the Mr. Amigo award. For he has, over the
long period of his career, taken his unique
screen, television, and stage performances to
numerous countries, including the United
States. A true ambassador of his country and
of his culture, he has been praised by numer-
ous organizations for his unconditional com-
mitment to improve mutual understanding and
cooperation between Mexico and the United
States. Mr. Alberto Vazquez should be recog-
nized for both his artistic ability and his con-
tribution to his commitment to bicultural rela-
tions between the two nations.

Mr. Amigo, Mr. Alberto Vazquez, will receive
the red-carpet treatment when he visits
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